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Creative Expressions from the nooks & crannies of our brain


What is the Writer’s Guild?
· The Writer’s Guild is an opportunity for each individual participant to experience positive and meaningful sessions using feelings, words, and expressions.
· People with cognitive challenges require special care when being asked to participate in a writing project. As the disease progresses words can be replaced by expressions, gestures, or even a twinkle in the eye. 
· People want and need to express themselves because we are social beings. We take pleasure in seeing others succeed, and as a result, we feel better about ourselves.

Writer’s Guild Objectives
· Provide weekly opportunities for participants to think about things from a creative writing perspective.
· Every word, expression, or complete sentence belongs in each session.
· Each participant feels valued, loved, and connected during and after each session.
· All creative writing works are celebrated!

The U.S. Military and National Parks

Week Four: What do YOU think is happening?
Description: analyzing a photo from a creative writing perspective. Assessing what happened before the photo was taken, what is happening in the picture, and what happens after the photo has been taken.
Materials: Flipchart, markers, image (resize the image on page two or use your own).
Directions: 
1. Display the selected image in the middle of a flipchart or whiteboard.
2. Provide individual copies for each participant to hold.
3. Begin by asking general questions, “what is happening in the photo?”
a. Who are the people, how old are they, what are they wearing, when do you think this photo took place, what are the people doing, what else do you see in the picture, are the people inside or outside?
b. Tell the participants that we are going to organize our thoughts into a story with a beginning, middle, and end.
c. The beginning is “what happened before the photograph was taken.” How did people get to this place? Why are they together? What were they thinking? Write individual responses on the left side of the flip chart.
d. The middle of the story is, “what is happening in the photo?” What are they thinking? What are they feeling? Write individual responses in the middle of the flip chart or whiteboard.
e. The end of the story is, “what did they do after the photo was taken?” What happened next? Where did they go? Write individual responses on the right side of the flip chart or whiteboard.

Celebrate: This display will be a part of the Monthly Celebration but should also be used each day as a reminder of the topic and what the participants have accomplished. Provide positive reinforcement by reminding participants of what they have created.
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	What were they doing before this photo was taken?

The women got on busses. They were going to work.
Robert

They were eating their lunch. Marcella

They were fixing their makeup and combing their hair. 
Ruth

The ladies were getting ready for work and making their lunch.
Charlie

	What were they doing while this photo was taken?

Posing for the camera and smiling.
Lorraine

They were thinking about their husbands and brothers who were in the military.
Dulcie

The ones in the middle were proud to be Americans and were thinking about their country.
Robert

	What were they doing after this photo was taken?

They went back to building ships.
Samuel

Maybe their shift was over, and they got to have a nice, cold beer.
Fred

They took the bus and went home to their families!
Helen

The whistle blew, their shift was over, and they changed their clothes.
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