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“The U.S. Military & Our National Parks” Speaker Notes


[bookmark: _GoBack]Slide #1
On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the act creating the National Park Service, a new federal bureau in the Department of the Interior responsible for protecting the 35 national parks and monuments and those yet to be established.

Today the National Park Service manages over 400 sites that are important to all Americans. Many of the smaller parks educate younger generations about our nation's history, beginning with the Revolutionary War and the Battle at Gettysburg. Did you know that during World War II, a few of the larger parks conducted secret operations for the military? 

Slide #2
The American Revolutionary War, also known as the American War of Independence, was fought primarily between Great Britain and the Thirteen Colonies in America. The war resulted in the overthrow of British rule in the colonies and the establishment of the United States of America.

We can learn more about the Revolutionary War by visiting The Paul Revere House in Boston, Massachusetts. 

On the evening of April 18, 1775, Boston artisan and patriot Paul Revere set out from his home to warn Samuel Adams and John Hancock of their potential arrest by British Soldiers. There were dozens of riders that night, but the most famous is Paul Revere. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a famous poem about that night titled "Paul Revere's Ride."

(Introduce the call & response poem, "Listen my children, and you shall hear...")



Slide #3
By April 12, 1861, America was embroiled in another war. This time it was a Civil War. Northern states were fighting against Southern states to end the slavery of all people. From 1861 to 1865, American unity was broken as brother fought brother in a Civil War that remains a defining moment in our nation's history. From the battlefields to the home front, the cost of this war was steep.

The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil War. Gettysburg was the Civil War's bloodiest battle and the inspiration for President Abraham Lincoln's immortal "Gettysburg Address."

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address (YouTube, 2:48)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvA0J_2ZpIQ

Slide #4 (Harriet Tubman, 1820 – 1913)
Harriet Tubman was born into slavery sometime between 1820 and 1821. Because of the cruelty of her various masters, she desired to somehow escape from bondage from a very early age, and free others as well. She would later recall, "I had seen their tears and sighs, and I had heard their groans, and would give every drop of blood in my veins to free them."

After escaping from slavery, she returned to Maryland and went on to rescue over 70 slaves until the outbreak of the Civil War and did not fail at a single rescue. It was during this time she acquired her nickname "Moses."

Tubman joined the Union army as a nurse, but also acted as a scout and spy behind enemy lines. Despite her efforts and general fame, she was only able to acquire a nurse's pension after the war ended.

Harriett Tubman & the Underground Railroad National Park is located in Church Creek, Maryland.




Slide #5
The United States had never maintained a large standing army, and it wouldn't happen until after World War II. Many believed that America was kept safe by her oceans and that a large military presence was unnecessary. Even as World War I began to unfold, the United States still resisted building up its military until it was necessary.

Shortly after the United States entered World War I in April 1971, construction began on training facilities for hundreds of thousands of new troops. The 80th Division was organized at Camp Lee, Virginia, for training soldiers in trench warfare. This training site at what is now Petersburg National Battlefield is considered to be the largest and best-preserved in the country.

Camp Lee, named in honor of Robert E. Lee, was established near the Civil War battlefields. The camps contained few luxuries, but the surrounding area benefited from railroads, electricity, and piped water. Camp Lee would ultimately include 1,532 buildings and train over 138,000 troops!

Slide #6
Beginning with the Revolutionary War and the Civil War, women played significant roles in the outcome of wars. Although they usually didn't serve alongside men in battle, they held other vital positions.

Q: What roles do you think women had in America's early wars?
A: Possible answers:
1. Nurses
2. Cooks
3. Seamstresses
4.  Messengers
5. Spies

History Brief: Women in the Revolutionary War (YouTube, 4:27)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkhoubO8yTA

Slide #7
National Parks also tell the stories of America's World War II experiences, from Pearl Harbor to the war's atomic end. 

Q: What happened at Pearl Harbor?
A: Possible answers:
1. December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked and bombed Pearl Harbor

Q: What happened as a result of the bombing of Pearl Harbor?
1. America entered the war in the Pacific
2. The Manhattan Project was a secret project to develop atomic weapons

(This is the end of part #1 of “The U.S. Military & Our National Parks.)

Slide #8
In and around Washington, DC, an innovative new American spy agency known as the "Office of Strategic Services" or the OSS, took over several national park sites to set up a first-of-its-kind spy school. 

Slide #9
President Franklin Roosevelt believed that swift military victories happened because of 'intelligence.' We had always had 'spies' who could collect information and report back to field officers. In 1940 the United States established the first centralized intelligence and special operations agency. This agency went on to collect information, learn cryptic codes, assist with the development of the new radar warning system, and use other new and evolving super-secret systems.
 
Slide #10
Prince William Forest Park opened its gates to serve as a relief camp during the Great Depression. Young men working for the CCC or the Civilian Conservation Corps would live in the camps and have access to shelter, clothing, warm food, medical care, and education. 

After America entered World War II, Prince William Forest Park, located in Northern Virginia, was an excellent location for a spy school. 

Slide #11
Once America entered World War II, every able-bodied man was encouraged to enlist. It seemed that overnight the workforce in America changed from "men" to "women." The need for manufactured goods did not disappear but instead increased. 

The military needed to be fed, housed, clothed, and provided with the best military equipment Americans could produce. America's labor market witnessed tens of millions of workers entering industrial centers from previously service sector or farm jobs. Millions of students, retirees, homemakers, and unemployed people moved into the active labor force. By 1945 the United States had become the world's top industrial producer.

Domestic auto production ceased during the war years, nylon stockings were hard to find, and steel was used for pennies to save precious copper. Everything changed, and everyone made sacrifices.

Slide #12
(Note to speaker: due to copyright laws, we are not authorized to post an image of the cover of the magazine; however, The Saturday Evening Post has a beautiful one-minute video on YouTube that showcases this Rockwell painting. Many of his other paintings are also posted as one-minute videos on YouTube for public use.)

The cover of The Saturday Evening Post on Memorial Day, May 29, 1943, featured Norman Rockwell's Rosie the Riveter. His illustration features a woman taking her lunch break with a rivet gun on her lap. Rockwell posed the model to match Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel ceiling painting of the prophet Isaiah.
Rockwell's model was a Vermont resident, then 19-year-old Mary Doyle Keefe, who was a telephone operator near where Rockwell lived, not a riveter. Rockwell painted his "Rosie" as a larger woman than his model, and he later phoned to apologize. 
The Post's cover image proved hugely popular, and the magazine loaned the painting to the U.S. Treasury Department for the duration of the war, for use in war bond drives.
Rockwell Video Minute: Rosie the Riveter (YouTube, 1:38)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0U5UYttSvw

Slide #13
Would it surprise you to know that Rosie has her own National Museum? Rosie the Riveter represents all of the hard work performed by the women.

Slide #14
Are you surprised by the many different roles the National Parks played in our country's freedom?

All of our war memorials are considered part of the National Park Service. From battlefields of the Revolutionary War, to impressive structures of more recent wars, we choose to honor our soldiers.

Image: Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield (Kennesaw, Georgia)

Slide #15
Image: World War II Memorial
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