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“Rosie the Riveter” Speaker Notes

Slide #1
What do we know about Rosie the Riveter?

(Note to speaker: ask class participants, if they or their female relatives, served in World War II or worked on the home front during the War. What types of jobs did they have?)

Slide #2
Approximately 400,000 American women joined the military during World War II. They worked as nurses, drove trucks, repaired airplanes, flew airplanes, and performed clerical work. In other words, women stepped up and did what needed to be done.

As the country mobilized for the war effort, hundreds of thousands of women on the home front applied to work in defense plants. They also volunteered for war-related organizations, such as the Red Cross, in addition to managing their households. 

Women who worked in the military, factories, and farms worked overtime and were paid a lot less than men even though they did similar work. 

At the War’s end, even though a majority of women surveyed reported that they wanted to keep their jobs, many were forced out by men returning home and by the downturn in demand for war materials. 

Q: How do you think women felt about their military and employment opportunities ending?

A: Possible answers:
1. Many women were satisfied to return to being homemakers and raising children. It was a big job!
2. Many women found ways to work out of their homes; Avon Cosmetics and Tupperware were both introduced in the 1950s. (Home-based businesses, both were excellent ways for women to earn extra money.)
3. Many women needed or wanted to keep working and found ways to achieve additional education or training for new positions. 



Slide #3
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt toured Europe and the Pacific, serving as "eyes & ears" for the President, meeting thousands of soldiers and writing to their families when she returned from her trips. 

Mrs. Roosevelt was a champion of women. She actively supported women working outside the home and urged their employment in defense industries. When women workers had trouble finding child care and adequate pay, Mrs. Roosevelt lobbied to have daycare centers and take-out kitchens within various factories, and she spoke out strongly in favor of equal pay for equal work.

After her husband's death, Eleanor Roosevelt remained active in public life. She encouraged President Harry Truman to join and support the United Nations, becoming America's first delegate. At the UN, Eleanor served as Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, where she played a significant role in drafting and adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948).

Why Eleanor Roosevelt Visited Active War Zones in WW II, Smithsonian (YouTube, 3:23)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z2ZboziJHw

Slide #4
The image we associate with female empowerment during World War II was only displayed for two weeks, and few Americans even saw it. Pittsburgh artist J. Howard Miller depicted a young woman, clad in a work shirt and polka-dot bandanna. Flexing her arm, she declares, “We Can Do It!” 

Mr. Miller’s poster was never intended for public display. It was only designed to deter absenteeism and avoid strikes among Westinghouse employees in wartime.
The song, “Rosie the Riveter” was introduced in 1942 and became an immediate success. Written by Redd Evans and John Jacob Loeb, the song tells the story of an ammunition worker who "keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage, sitting up there on the fuselage." 

It was a popular song, recorded by many different people, including Allen Miller and his Orchestra (YouTube, 2:16)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJxe3vQRMuY
Slide #5
(Note to speaker: due to copyright laws, we are not authorized to post an image of the cover of the magazine; however, The Saturday Evening Post has a beautiful one-minute video on YouTube that showcases this Rockwell painting. Many of his other paintings are also posted as one-minute videos on YouTube for public use.)

The cover of The Saturday Evening Post on Memorial Day, May 29, 1943, featured Norman Rockwell’s Rosie the Riveter. His illustration features a woman taking her lunch break with a rivet gun on her lap. Rockwell posed the model to match Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling painting of the prophet Isaiah.
Rockwell’s model was a Vermont resident, then 19-year-old Mary Doyle Keefe, who was a telephone operator near where Rockwell lived, not a riveter. Rockwell painted his “Rosie” as a larger woman than his model, and he later phoned to apologize. The Post’s cover image proved hugely popular, and the magazine loaned the painting to the U.S. Treasury Department for the duration of the war, for use in war bond drives.
Rockwell Video Minute: Rosie the Riveter (YouTube, 1:38)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0U5UYttSvw

Slide #6
Image: Female Welders, Ingalls Shipbuilding, Pascagoula, Mississippi, 1943
The largest industrial employer during WWII was Ingalls Shipbuilding. In the late 1930s, the company was contracted by the government to build four large cargo ships for the U.S. Maritime Commission. In 1941 the U.S. Navy requisitioned those vessels for national defense. 

At the height of production, more than 12,000 men and women worked at Ingalls. By the War's end, Ingalls had constructed more than 70 ships that could not have been completed without the efforts of thousands of women!

Women's work extended beyond the military industry; women stepped up to take many jobs that had traditionally gone to men. Overshadowing much of that period was the ongoing struggle for civil rights. 



Slide #7
Los Alamos National Laboratory was founded over 75 years ago as one of the sites of the Manhattan Project. Serious personnel shortages developed in the American workforce during World War II, and American women were encouraged to go to work in nontraditional jobs. Although not many American women had been able to work in science before World War II, thousands of women were hired to work as scientists, mathematicians, engineers, and technicians on the Manhattan Project.
Women mathematicians and scientists made significant contributions to the war effort through their employment at national laboratories and government agencies. A woman by the name of Grace Hopper is credited with inventing one of the first computer processing languages. This language made working with computers easier. 

Other women contributed by helping to break secret codes, and conduct enormous mathematical calculations related to airspeed for bullets, bombs, and rockets. 

Slide #8
Image: Betty Soskin, 94 (currently nation’s oldest Park Ranger), Rosie the Riveter National Park & Museum, Richmond, California

Betty Soskin moved to Richmond at the age of 20. Today, she speaks with museum visitors at the Rosie the Riveter Museum about racism, civil rights, and the social transformation she has seen in her lifetime. She began the museum talks because of her annoyance that visitors were being told that WWII "brought the country together."  

Betty herself worked in Richmond, but not as a 'Rosie the Riveter.' She was a 20-year-old clerk, working in the all-black auxiliary of a segregated boilermakers union. 

(Note to speaker: read these next four paragraphs to participants. These are Betty’s real words, and what she has to say is very powerful.)


Betty says, "It was an auxiliary because the labor unions weren’t yet racially integrated and wouldn’t be for another decade. If you’d asked me at the time, I would have said that all the shipyard workers were black, because the only people I saw were the people who came up to my window to get their addresses changed, and that’s what I was doing to save the world for democracy.”

Betty adds, “…first to be hired were the men who were too old to fight; second, the boys who were too young to be drafted; third, single white women; and when that pool was exhausted, married white women." 

"And not until 1943, the first black men were hired, as helpers and trainees only, to do the heavy lifting for the women. And while some black women worked as laborers, sweeping the decks while other people worked, it wasn’t until late in 1944, early in 1945, that black women began to be trained as welders."

In response to a film shown at the Museum that portrays a young woman named "Agnes" who describes her experience as a "Rosie," Betty says that "somewhere around my 90th birthday, I aged into a place where I began to hear that Agnes’s truth, was an accurate, literal expression of her reality. 

And I began to understand the concept of conflicting truths, that we all have conflicting truths and conflicting realities that we develop ourselves. 

There are many truths on the planet, and as long as there’s a place where Agnes’ truth and mine can coexist, that’s enough for me, and that’s what this place became.” 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Slide #9
Who was the real "Rosie the Riveter?"
Many stories surround the "mythical" Rosie. So, who was she? The "Rosie" behind the Evans & Loeb song is well known: a Long Island woman, Rosalind P. Walter, who was a riveter on Corsair fighter planes.

Another possibility might be Rose Will Monroe, from Pulaski County, Kentucky, who moved to Ypsilanti, Michigan, and took a job at the Willow Run Aircraft Factory, building B-24 bombers for the Army Air Force. (Note: Willow Run was a former automobile manufacturing plant that had been converted by Henry Ford to produce aircraft.)

One of the most popular choices is lathe worker Naomi Parker Fraley, shown in this 1942 photograph. 

Slide #10
Naomi Parker Fraley, 20, was living with her family in Alameda, California. After Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, she and her 18-year-old sister, Ada, took jobs at the Naval Air Station in Alameda. The two young women were assigned to the machine shop where their duties included drilling, patching airplane wings, and riveting. 
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